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SUBJECT: PROPOSED ECONOMIC JOINT WORKING GROUP MEETING 

REFERENCE: CAIRO 9243 

FOR THE AMBASSADOR FROM MATTHEWS 

1. THANK YOU FOR YOUR PROMPT RESPONSE. PURPOSE OF PRO- 
POSED VISIT WOULD BE AS YOU SURMISED TO LAY THE GROUNDWORK 
FOR POSSIBLE JOINT COMMISSION MEETING DURING THE SADAT 
VISIT BY CONSIDERING WITH EGYPTIANS WHAT INVESTMENT AND 
TRADE MATTERS MIGHT BE INCLUDED IN A COMMUNIQUE IF ONE IS 
ISSUED AFTER JOINT COMMISSION MEETING HERE. VISIT WOULD 
ALSO INJECT SOME LIFE INTO THE DORMANT JWG. VISIT WOULD 
NOT BE INTENDED TO INTERFERE WITH YOUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
EGYPTIANS CONCERNING AID PROGRAM. PLEASE LET ME KNOW BY 
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IMMEDIATE CABLE WHETHER YOU CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THE NEGA- 
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TIVE FACTORS CITED REFTEL WOULD OUTWEIGH THESE POSSIBLE 
BENEFITS. MUST EMPHASIZE THAT SECRETARY HAS NOT, REPEAT 
NOT, YET RULED ON ADVISABILITY OF JWG MEETING NOR ON 
POSSIBILITY OF JOINT COMMISSION MEETING HERE. KISSINGER 
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